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Abstract: 

There are three most commonly mentioned reasons explaining collapse of the Soviet Union:

1. Soviet Union was the last empire. History shows that all empires are doomed. Therefore the USSR collapsed like all other empires before it. 

2. Soviet Union lost the Cold War. The price of this defeat was the collapse of the country.

3. Soviet system was faulty from the very beginning. There was no way of transforming it while maintaining the integrity of the Soviet state.

In fact the all abovementioned reasons of the collapse of the Soviet Union are far-fetched. USSR was not an empire, but a multinational state. It didn’t lose the Cold War, but ended it on acceptable terms. Soviet system could be transformed in such a way that basic components of the Soviet state would be maintained. 

So what was the real reason of the collapse of the URSS? Soviet Union was destroyed from within as a result of internal political in-fighting which had gone outside any acceptable limits. The fact that the majority of old and new elite groups were ready to fight for power and property not stopping short of anything was the main reason of the collapse of the Soviet Union.
